
Mission Statement
The mission of The Chicago Farmers is to  provide those with an interest in agriculture 

a means to enhance knowledge, profitability, stewardship, consumer awareness, and  fellowship.
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When the big Delta 767 touched down at the
 historic city of Milan, Italy, it was the 12th time one
of our TCF Study Groups had landed on foreign soil
to taste a different agriculture setting. We had no
idea at the time that our hosts would go to such
lengths to show us their operations and announce
our presence in the Internet media. But it all
 happened in the eight day whirlwind visit.

Our energetic guide, Aurora, met us and
 immediately took us to downtown Milan, one of the
world’s fashion and manufacturing centers.  We
saw the magnificent shopping mall, the first in the
world and still an architectural treasure. Close by
was Cathedral Square, where we ate our lunch and
could see the spires reaching to the sky.

A little time for window shopping, then off to our
east coast headquarters at Hotel Augustus, near

TCF Study Tour soaks up Italian sun,
culture and farm knowledge

By Jim Ward, TCF member and Study Tour coordinator

Enjoying Venice, beautiful weather and a gondola ride.

The Study Tour group visits the Village Hall in Lamon
and learns about Borlotti beans, displayed on the table,

that are grown in the area.

One of the scenic sights
our travelers viewed.

A grove of olive trees
with 300 year old trees was
a Study Tour destination.
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about agriculture became very apparent to me. It
was an easy decision to join.

Today I am in a position to play a larger role in
guiding this organization. There are so many
things we could do, so many directions we could
take. For guidance, I often find it helpful to return
to the beginning, to the reason this club was
formed.

From our mission statement:
“The purpose of The Chicago Farmers is to provide
a forum for education and the exchange of
 information between its members and others allied
to agribusiness.”

Seventy-nine years ago this organization was
started to help keep its members informed about
the developments in science, economics, politics,
markets, etc. that would affect their farms and
agribusinesses. It was a sound reason to organize
and regularly meet back then, just as it is today.
Personally, I think they, like us, also enjoyed each
other’s company.

I look forward to serving as your president. I am
willing to visit anytime with anyone about The
Chicago Farmers and agriculture in general. My
contact information is on our website as is the
 address of my farm where you will always be
 welcome.

Sincerely,
Eric Rund

Our Annual Meeting in
May saw the election of two
new board members, 
Dan Stokes and Mark
Thorndyke, and the
 departure of Brian Shea
and Margaret McGrath.
To Margaret, we extend our
thanks for your years of
 service as a director, and to
Brian, for his many years of

service as a director, as well as for your
 contributions during your various officer roles.
We hope that you both continue to be active and
 contributing members of The Chicago Farmers far
into the future. To Dan and Mark, we welcome you
both and look forward to the fresh perspectives that
you will bring.

We say congratulations and thank you to Andy
Holstine for the fine job that he has done these past
two years as president. I admire Andy’s clear
 thinking and calm demeanor, no matter what the
situation. As president, he was always available to
listen and  discuss the ideas my fellow board
 members and I had, and I am sure that he will
 continue to do the same in his new role on the
board as past president. Andy is a good and close
friend, and he leaves me with very big shoes to fill.
No, really, they must be size 13 or 14.

I attended my first Chicago Famers’ meeting ten
years ago when my wife, Maria, suggested I drive
Dr. Sonya Salamon, a University of Illinois professor
in Maria’s office, to Chicago to speak at The
Chicago Farmers’ meeting. “Chicago Farmers”
seemed like an oxymoron to a farmer like me, and
it made me curious. Dr. Salamon’s presentation
was titled “Where Have All the Tenants Gone.” The
topic meant one thing to me, a tenant farmer, but I
could tell by the questions and comments from the
audience that it maybe meant something else to
owners. I realized then that I had seldom, if ever,
looked seriously at farming from the view point of
the landlord.  The value of being part of an
 organization that provided on a regular basis an
open, non-competitive setting where tenants and
landlords could express their ideas and  concerns
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 relationships with old friends.”

Brian became a member of The Chicago Farmers
15 years ago at the suggestion of his client, Joan
Centlivre. “At the time, Joan was becoming the
president of TCF, and was making a solid effort to
grow the membership. Being a business and real
 estate attorney for many years, and having
 represented farmers in acquiring and selling land, 
I thought it was a nice idea to join, as well as a
good opportunity to expand my knowledge about
 agriculture,” Brian related.

Brian went on to say that at the time he had been
managing his family farm for about 18 years, but
still thought of himself as a novice when it came to
agriculture. He related, “I still manage the farm, 33
years and counting, and owe a great deal to The
Chicago Farmers for continuing my ag education so
I can better manage the farm and more ably assist
clients with their farms. Ten years ago, I was
 honored to be asked to become a board member. I
gladly accepted, as it gave me a chance to pay the
organization back for all that it had given me. As 
I become more actively involved in the planning
and execution of the group’s programs, I realize
how much The Chicago Farmers means to a lot of
 people.  I made many friends along the way, and I
enjoy gathering with them at our meetings and
other events.  They are the nicest group of people of
any organization with which I have been involved.”

The Chicago Farmers recently recognized Past
 President Brian Shea for his outstanding service
and leadership to the group with the Plowman of
the Year Award. Brian served as president of TCF
from 2010-2012, vice president from 2008-2010 and
secretary from 2007-2008. He became a member of
the Board of Directors in 2005.

“When Andy asked me to step up to the podium at
the meeting to receive the award, I was completely
surprised and humbled,” recounted Brian. “I never
expected to receive the Plowman award. I have
 always looked upon my service to The Chicago
Farmers as something that I enjoy. Being asked to
be a part of the management of the organization
was reward enough in my mind.  I hope to continue
to be a part of the group for many years to come,
and to keep making new friends and enriching

Brian Shea is Plowman of the Year

President
Andy
 Holstine, left,
presents the
Plowman 
of the Year
Award to
Brian Shea.

2014-15 TCF Officers

Andy Holstine
Past President

Pete Petges
Treasurer

Eric Rund
President

Brian Duke
Secretary

Barbara Clark
Vice President
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The Chicago Farmers presented its Distinguished
Service to Agriculture Award to Bill Johnson during
the May meeting. Bill coordinates the Agriculture
Production and Management and Swine
 Management programs at Joliet Junior College. 
He also is a member of TCF.

Unfortunately, a delayed flight from Montana
 prevented Bill from attending the meeting;
 however, Mary Cwikla, a colleague, accepted the
award on Bill’s behalf. Later, Bill said, “I am
 extremely honored and humbled to receive this
recognition from The Chicago Farmers. Our work

together over the years to host the Farmland Fair
has and will continue to be a great partnership
 between the group and Joliet Junior College.”

In presenting the award, TCF President Andy
 Holstine commented on Bill’s many years of work
devoted to the agriculture community. Ms. Cwikla
remarked that Bill was a great representative of
agriculture.

Bill has been with Joliet Junior College for 46 years.
In addition to his work as coordinator of the
 Agriculture Production and Management and
Swine Management programs, he teaches classes 
in Ag Economics, Farm Management and Ag
 Marketing.  He also is involved in several state and
national agriculture education organizations
 including the Illinois Association of Vocational
Agriculture Teachers, Illinois Association of
 Community College Agriculture Instructors,
 National Association of Agricultural Educators, 
and Association for Career and Technical
 Association. Bill currently serves as co-chair of the
Illinois Leadership Council for Agriculture
 Education. He is active with the Will County Farm
Bureau Ag-in-the-Classroom program.

Bill Johnson receives Distinguished Service
to Agriculture Award

Bill Johnson

David Oppedahl Dan Stokes Mark ThorndykeSharon PerryBruce Ahrens Susan Kern, M.D.

2014-15 TCF Directors
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Steven Ricchio
Wealth Management Advisor
312.325.8925

Dave Dunning
Wealth Management Advisor
312.325.8915

For all of your agricultural needs

1806 Fox Drive
Suite D
Champaign,
Illinois  61820-7334

TEL:  217-359-3300

801 Warrenville Road
Suite 150
Lisle,
Illinois  60532-1357

TEL:  630-434-9150

Visit our website at www.capitalag.com

The Farmland Professionals

Capital
Agricultural
Property
Services, Inc.

Management
and Consulting

Real Estate 
Brokerage

♦ Detailed budgeting & 
    accounting
♦ Lease analysis & negotiation
♦ Commodity marketing
♦ Crop input selection
♦ Complete farm planning/
 consulting
♦ Written inspection reports

♦ Effective presentation of 
    property to buyers
♦ Assist  with 1031 Exchanges
♦ Network of qualified buyers
♦ Pricing strategy
♦ Cooperate with other brokers
♦ Appraisal
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Venice, to get unpacked and enjoy a great dinner.
Up bright and early on Tuesday, we headed north
toward the Italian Alps to visit the small
 mountainside town of Lamon to learn about 
“white beans” (officially known as Borlotti beans)
grown by a consortium of farmers in the area.

The city officials greeted us in the town square and
ushered us into the board room of the Village Hall.
There, on the table, was a display of the precious
beans that had been found in Central America by
Spanish explorers and brought back to Italy as a
gift to the Pope! The natives of Lamon had been
lucky to get some and cultivated them with care
through the ages.

The walls of the Village Hall were decorated with
murals telling the story and soon HER honor the
Mayor appeared to add to the welcome. Our guide
had a hard time keeping up the translation as we
exchanged greetings. How could this small village
and 336 consortium members have successfully
kept the “white beans” popular over centuries? By
dedication to quality and control is their answer.
Refreshments and photographs followed, plus  an
inspection of the preparation of the poles for this
year’s crop. Farewells and then we headed back
down the mountainside for lunch.

Our afternoon stop was at another unusual
 operation—a grappa distillery. The company uses
wine making by-products to create a high-alcohol
vodka-style beverage in plain or flavored varieties.

TCF Study Tour, from page 1

The storage area where $14 million worth of cheese wheels
are aged and turned by robotic flippers.

We were invited to view the complex distilling
 operations and taste test the product. 

The busy day concluded with a visit to an
 Educational Farm. They also served us a home
cooked dinner in the teaching hall facilities. The
 director of the Foundation gave us the story of the
farm’s  dedication to carrying on the tradition of
agriculture by training school children as to the
value of agriculture’s role in the world’s economy.

Wednesday morning the executives of the Lusia
Fruit and Vegetable Market were ready for us in the
conference room with a PowerPoint presentation
about their modern facility. The produce center
 distributes 60 different products. The fruits and
 vegetables “sparkled” with color and freshness in a
spotless setting. They posed us for pictures with a
pallet of lettuce and by the time we had returned
home, we were on the front page of their Internet
newsletter!

This was a first for us—we had never before been
featured in local media. The fast handling of the
perishable products was impressive, and we could
see why our salads had such a fresh taste. They
handle input from 400 growers and ship to buyers
throughout Italy and the European area.

We moved on to a combination luncheon and farm
visit. Our hosts had a herd of 300 water buffaloes
and produced unique mozzarella, ricotta, soft
cheese and yogurt in their own dairy. After lunch
we toured their shop and milking parlor and saw

One of the water buffaloes that produces mozzarella,
ricotta, soft cheese and yogurt on one of the farms

visited by The Chicago Farmers.

Continued on page 8
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their “Dairy Shop on Wheels” that they had built
using a large truck body.

From cheese to mushrooms: the  last stop of the day
was a modern steel building with highly
 mechanized production. What started as the
owner’s hobby has developed into an integrated
system of “spores to packages” method of farming.
They have computerized the handling of a different
type of product that doesn’t need sunlight. The
windowless plant held racks of trays with
 mushrooms being planted, grown, and harvested
by batch control. The father and son  management
team gave us a personal tour and shared The
Chicago Farmers’ cap we left behind.

Thursday was our big day to visit Venice—world
class tourist destination and famous for its canals
and bridges. Getting on the island itself was a
major adventure. Our bus could get us only to a
taxi landing, and then our speedboat transported
us to the actual island.

Our special Venetian guide had her own portable
PA system so we could hear above the crowd noise.
She filled us with stories of the city and the ancient
buildings. St. Mark’s Square and the surrounding
buildings were awesome sights. Our guide,  Luigina,
kept us all together as she toured us through the
city’s landmarks and over the famous bridges that
connect the sidewalks.

The weather was perfect for our visit, with sun
 glistening on the canals and the decorations on the

buildings. We ate our lunch in a restaurant on the
Grand Canal as the gondolas and speedboats
passed by our outdoor tables.

We sampled gelato (ice cream) cones for dessert as
we waited for our gondola ride. The sleek, black
vessels were all that the travel posters portray, with
the gondolier perching precariously on the  rear
deck with  his single oar for power, and steering
 assisted by a foot to the canal wall.

Our ride toured the crowded canals, interrupted by
an ambulance boat en route to the hospital. The
water level view of Venice made it even more
 interesting. We shot many pictures when we
 returned safely to the dock, with our handsome
gondolier posing in his costume.

Reversing our route by water taxi, we saw one of
the giant cruise liners at the Venetian dock; Venice
is now a Mediterranean cruise stop served by an
 elevated tram.

Topping off our busy day as we headed back to our
hotel was dinner at a wine-growing estate perched
on a hillside. It was a great view from their dining
room as we enjoyed the food and the panorama of
the hillside vineyards. They served a marvelous
meal followed by a tour of their wine processing
 facilities.

Friday we headed westward toward Lake Garda
through the River Po Valley. The first stop was a rice
growing farm with its own processing facilities and
a variety of other crops. The whole operation was
much different from our corn and soy beanThe travelers board a boat to cruise on Lake Garda.

The balcony in Verona that is associated with Romeo and Juliet.

TCF Study Tour, from page 7
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There is a lot to manage 
with real estate
Whether your real estate assets are strictly business or as personal as the 
family farm, Wells Fargo Real Estate Services can help. Our specialists take 
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Laura A. Sheehan 
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 production and we had a close-up look at the
multi-stage, computer controlled set-up to create
packaged quality rice.

Lunch at another “family farm” restaurant with
good “home cooking,” then on to the Parmesan
cheese dairy Latteria Vo Grande. Our host gave us
a tour of the vast facility that was a remarkable
combination of “hands on” and “robotics”
 processing working together. He took personal
 control from the production of the milk to the final
ageing and labeling of his delicate product.

He toured us past the giant mixing machines and
finally into the storage area where $14 million
worth of cheese “wheels” are methodically aged
and turned by robotic “flippers.” To top it off, each
“wheel” is branded with a source and production
history.

To finish the day, we headed to our lodging for the
next two nights, Hotel Vittorio, located  on the Lake
Garda beach. A bicycle race was scheduled for
 Saturday, so the contestants were doing their warm
up laps as we checked in.

More impressive processing equipment came into Continued on page 10
Venice had many lovely sights.
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TCF Study Tour, from page 9
view at our first stop on Saturday—olive oil pressing
machinery. After a viewing of the olive trees—some
of them three hundred years old—we saw the
 different steps in the production of olive oil. Our
hosts also let us taste the different varieties and
generously gave us a large bottle of “extra virgin”
oil to take home. The Mediterranean climate is
 excellent for production of high quality oil.

Verona, the home town of our guide, Aurora, was
our spot for lunch and a visit to the Romeo and
Juliet residence. As Aurora explained it to us,
Shakespeare’s famous drama came first, and then
the locals created the home and balcony to satisfy
the tourists. It was a colorful scene with the
 remains of an ancient Roman arena and crowds
 attending a holiday festival.

Next a boat cruise on Lake Garda, a popular tourist
area for European visitors, particularly those from
southern Germany. Many modern and ancient
 resort residences ring the lake. We were dropped
off at a different port and our bus took us to
 another wine estate. Our host gave us a quick look
at their vineyards, then invited us to do some
 tasting of their wine specialties.

The evening ended with dinner at the estate’s
 dining room—then back to the hotel, and early to
bed as we’d be up before dawn for the trip home.
Next morning we were given a “box breakfast” to
eat on the bus. We did last minute airport shopping

An example of Venetian architecture.
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Follow us on social media

Mark Kendall was
awarded a Chicago Farmers’
scholarship. A junior
 studying agronomy at the
University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Mark is a member
of the Alpha Gamma Rho
Fraternity, Badger Crops
Club, and Collegiate Farm
Bureau, and he is a CALS

(College of Agricultural & Life Sciences)
 Ambassador. Throughout the school year, Mark
works as an undergraduate employee for the Sweet
Corn Research Program in the Agronomy
 Department. When he’s not busy with school, 
Mark enjoys playing baseball, fishing, golfing, and
farming.

Mark is from Mineral Point, a small town in
 southwest Wisconsin. He grew up on a 500 acre
farm and is the youngest of four boys. His parents
currently raise beef cattle and they grow corn,
 alfalfa,  soybeans, and oats. Mark worked on the
farm growing up and still goes home to help out

Continued on page 15

to use up Euros, then boarded for the flight back to
JFK. It was an easy job to do our customs processing
by machine and on to O’Hare and home.

Veteran TCF traveler Marilyn Mayer Wiedemann
(10 out of the last 12 trips) summed up our Italian
 experience:
“Another great trip—rice, fagioli, homemade wine,
grappa, buffalo cheese, closely held Parmesan 
cheese wheels piled up to the ceiling, rows of fresh 
and beautifully arranged vegetables in their
 immaculate distribution halls, and gondolas on 
the canals of Venice; dining on meals at the 
homes of local farmers; traveling with good friends.
Who could ask for anything more? Great times.”

An Italian vineyard.

Scholarships awarded
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Calendar of Events
Friday, July 18, 2014

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Monsanto Tour

Creve Coeur and
Chesterfield, Missouri

Scott Alexander joined 
The Chicago Farmers
 because he is interested in
networking with other farm
investors, learning all he 
can about the industry 
and  making Lake Cook
 Investment Corp. a regional
and international leader in
the farming industry. 

Scott is a farm investor, farm real estate agent,
 restaurateur, and writer. He resides in Chicago. 

Donna Freeman heard
about The Chicago Farmers
from people who attended
the Farm Owners  Seminars
last year with her. She
 related how she became a
farm owner: “My great
grandfather, Bernhardt, gave
each of his “boys” a farm in
western Iowa. When his son,

Arthur, died young, leaving the farm to his wife,
Bernhardt announced, “NO WOMAN CAN OWN A
FARM!” Van, Arthur’s son, dropped out of college
and went home and challenged his grandfather,
 Bernhardt, in court for a year driving a wagon to
and from the county seat. My grandmother
 became the owner of the farm. Eventually, so did
my father and then his wife, my mother. Following
the death of my parents, I became the executor of
the estate. What to do?”

Donna said it had been three generations since
anyone in her family had worked or lived on a
farm. She said she knew nothing about farming
and did not know anyone who did. “But, after all,
how hard could it be?!” she asked. “All you had to
do is stick some seed in the ground in the spring
and then go back and pick the results of the seeds
in the fall (Ha!).” She said the respect her father
had shown towards women was a very powerful
message, especially since she had experienced
quite a bit of gender discrimination in the work
place. After much going back and forth, she bought
the farm out of the estate. Unfortunately, three
months after she bought the farm, the farm

Welcome, new members

Roger Clark
50 South LaSalle Street, Chicago, IL 60603
312-444-3353 or RC28@NTRS
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Serving America’s Landowners Since 1929

 manager that her grandparents had was killed in a
farming accident. Donna said she has spent the
last 10 years trying to learn enough about farming
to become the farm manager. “It has been quite
stressful at times, but recently I got to spend a
 harvest afternoon riding with my tenant in his
combine. It doesn’t get much more fun than that!”

Donna lives in Lincoln Park and spends a lot of
time reading about farming online and in
 magazines. She also volunteers at the Field
 Museum and in the organic Edible Garden in the
Lincoln Park Zoo and she serves on a few boards.
Donna said she especially enjoys her three aerobic
classes, traveling and decorating her 1885 house.

Colin Sprau learned of 
The Chicago Farmers from
 Andrew Holstine, who has a
business connection with
Colin’s wife’s company. He
grew up on a half-section just
south of Meservey, Iowa,
which he and his dad
 expanded to over 1,600 acres
from 1954 to 1968. Colin’s

Dad was one of twelve children and grew up on a
farm a few miles away from this land. Colin said

Continued on page 14

For additional information, contact:

John Zito Jr.
(815) 281-2115

jzitojr@nocturnalhuntingleases.com

www.NationalHuntingLeases.com

A Division of Farmers National
Company

Serving America’s Landowners
Since 1929
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REPUTABLE  |  RELIABLE  |  HARDWORKING

just like my “H”

PUTTING LAND INVESTMENTS TO WORK

AUCTIONS

BROKERAGE

CONSULTING

MANAGEMENT

Ray L. Brownfi eld ALC AFM

2683 US 34 | Oswego IL 60543 | 630.258.4800 | landprollc.us

that they did not own the 1,600 acres, but worked
some of it as share-crop, some of it as cash rent and
some performing custom farming. He recently
helped his cousin harvest corn and soybeans on his
cousin’s multiple farms just north of Meservey,
which included the one where his dad grew up.
Colin noted that he got his first tractor, an M, in
1954 when he was seven years old. His dad welded
extensions on the clutch and brake pedals so he
could reach them to operate the tractor.

Colin is an executive recruiter, with nearly 
all of his search assignments for Chief Information
Officers or Chief Technology Officers, 
www.lanternpartners.com. Prior to recruiting, he
spent five-years as co-founder and vice president 
of field operations for a software engineering 
firm. His first job out of college was eight years in
sales, marketing and general management with
 American Hospital Supply Corp.

He and his wife, Kathy, have four sons, a daughter
and three grandchildren. The family lived in
 Wilmette for 28 years, but Colin and his wife now
live in the city.

David Erickson was drawn
to The Chicago Farmers
 because of his passion for
agriculture and farmland
 investment. He said that
agriculture professionals 
and farmland owners
 recommended the group 
and he thought he would
enjoy the extremely

 knowledgeable and close-knit group of individuals
that comprise The Chicago Farmers. 

David and his partner own eight farms. A resident
of Arlington Heights, David is an options trader.�

Welcome, new members, from page 13
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A catalyst for sound public policy, providing objective information
 to foster a deeper understanding of issues shaping the future

 for agriculture, the food system and rural regions.

Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/theFarmFoundation

1301 West 22nd Street     Oak Brook, IL 60523     630-571-9393     www.farmfoundation.org 

 whenever he can. Mark said that choosing to
 pursue a degree in agriculture was a natural choice
for him. After being involved in farming his whole
life, Mark said he has a passion for agriculture and
understands its importance to the world.

This summer, Mark is interning with Landmark
Services Cooperative in Evansville, Wisconsin. The
internship will give him a taste of the work that an
agronomist goes through every day. After
 graduation, Mark wants to work as an agronomist
for the near future. His eventual goal is to return
home to take ownership of the family farm.

Scholarship recipient
 Gordon Hanson completed
his freshman year at Iowa
State University this spring.
He is majoring in
 Agricultural Business with a
minor in Agronomy. Gordon,
who has  4.0 GPA,  noted, 
“I am taking many

 challenging courses and the work ethic I learned
growing up on a farm has helped me to get
through them and maintain good grades.”

Gordon was raised on a small dairy farm in the
hills of northeast Iowa. He plans to return to his
 family’s farm after college graduation. Among the
groups Gordon is involved in at Iowa State are 
the Ag Business Club, Iowa Corn Growers Club, and
the Ag Marketing and Management Organization.

In a letter to TCF, Gordon wrote, “Thank you for 
the generous scholarship that I received from you.
The funds that I will receive will reduce my college
debt and allow me to participate in many activities.
This will help me to get the most out of my college
 experience.” �

Scholarships awarded, from page 11
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