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a means to enhance knowledge, profitability, stewardship, consumer awareness, and  fellowship.
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No falling snow, clear roads 
and moderate temperatures 
(for an early February day)
 contributed to a successful 2015
Farmland Forum. Devoid of last
year’s weather challenges of
snow and cold temperatures,
this year’s program attracted
262  attendees, exhibitors, and
speakers.

“Things have been going well,”
said Cameron Ayers, of Argo
Vantage System. “We have
 gotten access to a new market –
landowners. We will probably
return next year.”

What a difference a year makes!
By Denise Faris

Eric Rund, TCF president, and 
Dr. Susan Kern, TCF director, were
 available to answer questions.

The panel discussion on a variety of agricultural topics drew a large crowd.

Derek Martin, from left, Rich Schell, Jeff Martin, Joan Centlivre, and Mat Rund
catch up on news.
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fertilizer through tile lines and into streams. EPA
has set a goal of reducing the nutrient load on the
Mississippi River from farms by 45%, yet we have
not come nearly far enough in meeting that goal. 

What has brought this issue to the forefront is the
recent action by the water treatment plant of Des
Moines, Iowa, threatening to file suit in federal
court against three upstream counties that
 supervise agricultural drainage districts. The
 treatment plant is not seeking monetary damages,
but it is asking that the drainage districts be
 regulated. Whatever comes of this suit will
 probably set precedents for the way all Midwest
agriculture watersheds are treated.

The challenge for farmers over the next five years
will be to come up with a solution to this problem.

Eric Rund

As I begin to write this
there are still eight inches
of snow on the ground. It is
not very often that I root
for cold weather to stick
around a while longer, but
we are pushing to finish
Miscanthus harvest while
the ground is still frozen. If
fifty degrees and sunshine
show up as predicted, the

fields will turn to mud and end our fun for several
weeks.

One of the great things about farming is that every
year we get a do over. Whether the last year was
good or bad, the slate is wiped clean and we begin
again.

For this year it would have been nice to carryover
some of the good prices and high yields from 2014.
As it is, assuming trend line corn yields and a
 predicted sub four dollar price, 2015 could be a
challenging year. However, an experienced farmer
knows that this is a business of cycles, and
 although we are probably on the downhill side of
one now, it will not last forever.

What should be more of a concern for Midwest
agriculture is the increasing need to reduce
 nutrient losses from our farms. The size of the dead
zone in the Gulf of Mexico has been convincingly
tied to spring rains flushing early applied nitrogen
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Cameron’s opinion was shared by other exhibitors.
Rob Wold, of Hub International, remarked about
the activity at his booth, “It is very good this year;
much better than last year. I have gotten a
 number of good leads.” 

Allison Myers, of Illinois Agricultural Leadership
Foundation, said her booth had a steady flow of
visitors. “There are a lot of alums here and they
have stopped by to visit,” said Allison as Matt
 Bennett, 2002 IALF alumnus stopped at the booth.
A member of a panel at the Farmland Forum,
Matt related to Allison that he had traveled to
China and Vietnam with IALF.

Attendance was good at the breakout sessions and
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Farm forum, from page 1

Panel members, from
left, Gary Schnitkey,
Matt Bennett and
Chuck Shelby
 prepare to discuss
the latest farm bill.
At far right, Todd
Gleason, University
of Illinois College of
ACES Extension
WILL Radio, intro-
duces the panelists.

visitors found answers to their questions. Barbara
Geiger, a landscape historian with Ferme Ornee
LLC, said she is in the market for a small farm. 
“I have thought that someday I would have a
farm and that someday has arrived,” said
 Barbara, who envisions a farm of five to 10 acres
where she would grow flowers and herbs and
maintain colonies of bees. “I have attended some
Chicago Farmers’ meetings, but this is the first
time I have come to this event. The break-out
 sessions were very impressive. There is a lot of
good information and it is up-to-date.”

These experiences and the availability of top-notch
break-out sessions and exhibitors are due to the
hard work of Jeff Martin, Rich Schell and Mat
Rund, who collaborated to present a successful
Farmland Forum. Congratulations!

John Damisch, left, and Jim Ward, right, attend a session
on Charitable Remainder Trusts.

Luis Rund and his mother, Maria Rund, take a break
from their booth responsibilities.
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Andy Holstine,
past TCF
 president,
greets Sarah
Heck.

Terry Taylor and his daughter, Mattie Taylor, learn about a
drone’s capabilities from Arin Rader, of Rader Farms.

Cameron Ayers, from left, Taylor Edwards and
Cathryn Ayers, Argo Vantage System, find the Forum

to be a great networking tool.

Bruce
Ahrens,
left, and
Russell
Hiatt
meet with
Tom
 Heinhorst.
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For all of your agricultural needs

1806 Fox Drive
Suite D
Champaign,
Illinois  61820-7334

TEL:  217-359-3300

801 Warrenville Road
Suite 150
Lisle,
Illinois  60532-1357

TEL:  630-434-9150

Visit our website at www.capitalag.com

The Farmland Professionals

Capital
Agricultural
Property
Services, Inc.

Management
and Consulting

Real Estate 
Brokerage

♦ Detailed budgeting & 
    accounting
♦ Lease analysis & negotiation
♦ Commodity marketing
♦ Crop input selection
♦ Complete farm planning/
 consulting
♦ Written inspection reports

♦ Effective presentation of 
    property to buyers
♦ Assist  with 1031 Exchanges
♦ Network of qualified buyers
♦ Pricing strategy
♦ Cooperate with other brokers
♦ Appraisal

 surrounded by animals, bales of hay and young
children dressed as Mary and Joseph, shepherds,
and angels. It is very inspiring.”

Sharon Perry was interviewed by author Cynthia
Clampitt for inclusion in her book titled “Midwest
Maize - How Corn Shaped the U.S Heartland,”
published by the University of Illinois Press in
March 2015. She also was featured as one of two
testimonial interviews in the “For Love of Annie”
article that appeared in the March 2012 issue of
“Farm Futures” magazine, a Farm Progress
 publication.

Todd Schwebel was appointed by former
 Governor Pat Quinn to the State Bicentennial
Commission that will mark Illinois’ Bicentennial
in 2018. Todd noted, “I look forward to working
with Governor Rauner and my fellow
 commissioners on projects that will celebrate our
200th birthday and help create growth for the
 future.”

John Croft continued his tradition this year of
 attending Christmas Eve services with his family
that are held in a barn on a farm in Sauk Rapids,
Minnesota. Four services conducted in the barn by
Living Waters Lutheran Church attracted 1,000
worshippers, said John. He related, “You are

Member notes

John Croft meets a llama prior to Christmas Eve service
in a barn in Minnesota.
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Over the next 10 to 15 years, bioenergy is 
expected to move from corn ethanol to  advanced,
“drop in”  biofuels derived from corn stover or a
 variety of perennial crops,  including switchgrass,
Miscanthus, prairie grasses, and short  rotation
woody crops. For this to happen, we need to think
about how to incorporate these crops into our
working lands to complement the  production of
commodity crops such as corn and soybeans,
 support farmer profits, and avoid  environmental
problems. 

Argonne National Laboratory has addressed a
 possible approach to achieve this goal, which
 relies on the development of a holistic vision for 
a future where a novel, integrated landscape
 optimally produces goods and services to satisfy
 societal needs for food, feed, energy, fiber, and by
design environmental services, ecological health,
human well-being and quality of life. Our
 experiences in Central Illinois proved productive 
in designing an alternative crop allocation that
 includes both the usual corn-soybean rotation and
bioenergy crops so that the most fitting crops and
agricultural practices are used in the parts of the
landscape that are most suited to them and where

specific crop traits are used to gain beneficial
 environmental services. 

For instance, this approach would encourage the
cultivation of main grain crops on the most fertile
land, while perennial crops are grown where the
productivity of main food/feed crops would be
lower, or moisture tolerant bioenergy crops would
be grown where the land is more vulnerable to
flooding or ponding water, or deep rooted
 perennials would be grown where land is more
susceptible to leach nutrients or erode. This
 approach has promise for providing a diversified
crop output and environmental services, and to
provide resilience to an increasingly changed
weather in the Midwest. It is, however, through
continuous interaction with producers and other
stakeholders that the solutions developed will be
realistic and practically implementable.

Editor’s note: Cristina Negri, principal
 agronomist/environmental engineer, Process
 Technology Research Section, Argonne National
 Laboratory, was a presenter at The Chicago  Formers’
2015 Farmland Forum.

Beyond corn ethanol
By Cristina Negri
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Follow us on social media
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Roll Call

David Oppedah
l, TCF director,

 from left, 

Andy Holstine,
 past president

, and 

Bruce Ahrens, 
TCF director

Ryan Tracy, Illin
ois Farm Bureau

,

and Sharon Per
ry, TCF  director

Dr. Susan Kern andAaron Steffen

Oliver Bentley
,

 Australian Tr
ade

 Commission, 
and

 Kristine Moye
r

Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences
 students with Dr. Jay Akridge, dean of the College
of Agriculture, Purdue University, far left, and 
Dr. Wendy  Wintersteen, dean of the College of

 Agriculture and Life Sciences, Iowa State University.

Brian Duke, far left, andKim Morton, far right, withTCF  scholarship recipientsAustin Gottchalk, left,and Tyler Barringer
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Wells Fargo Private Bank provides products and services through Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. and its various affiliates and subsidiaries. Wells Fargo & Company and its affiliates 
do not provide legal advice. Please consult your legal advisors to determine how this information may apply to your own situation. Whether any planned tax result is 
realized by you depends on the specific facts of your situation at the time your taxes are prepared. © 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801

Wealth Planning   Banking   Trust   Investments   Insurance

wellsfargoprivatebank.com

There is a lot to manage 
with real estate
Whether your real estate assets are strictly business or as personal as the 
family farm, Wells Fargo Real Estate Services can help. Our specialists take 
a strategic, objective approach and can assist with all aspects of real estate 
and property management. Contact us today to discover how we can assist 
you in maximizing your assets while minimizing the hassle.

Laura A. Sheehan 
Trust and Fiduciary Speclialist 
(312) 592-5665 
laura.a.sheehan@wellsfargo.com

Peer groups: an investment in yourself
and your business

By Lindsey Young

Top Producer Executive Network™ (TPEN) is a peer
group program for results driven executives with a
strong desire to develop their leadership
 capabilities. The program seeks agribusiness
 owners and managers looking to invest in
 themselves and receive a return on investment in
their farms.  

Rolling into its fourth year, TPEN peer groups have
proven successful for their members and their
 operations. This success stems from a collective
participation from all members that support each
other through discussion, accountability,
 transparency and trust. A SWOT (strength,
 weaknesses, opportunities and threats) analysis
during a two day on-farm meeting, held twice a
year, spurs conversations that dive deeper into
members’ most pressing business concerns, such as
seizing opportunities, human resources, financial
strategies, succession planning and landlord
 development. 

“I found TPEN to be a close camaraderie of like
minded individuals who provide synergy to take
each of our operations to a higher level of
 performance. This is achieved primarily by
 holding each other accountable to our defined
goals,” said Dan Koster, a member of TPEN and a
resident of Sterling, Illinois. 

Fellow member Darrel Gingerich, of Lovington,
 Illinois, added, “My experience has been very
 rewarding. The networking and knowledge I have
gained is invaluable. The people associated with
the peer group are quality individuals.”

TPEN offers a group of trusted advisors. Members
become part of the elite network of North
 American producers with access to multiple
 business resources. Also, each group is assigned a
professional facilitator that is responsible for
 drafting meeting agendas based on input from the

Continued on page 10
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  Mathilde Geradts is

ready to greet The
Chicago Farmers
when the tour group
arrives in the
Netherlands in
April. Mathilde will
be the travelers’
guide.  Pictured at
left, Mathilde is
 costumed as a 
Dutch maid aboard
a boat tour. We wish
our travelers well.
We are anxious to
hear about their
 experiences.

Welkom in Amsterdam!

group and host farm, and assisting in defining
 objectives and priorities for the meeting. During
on-farm meetings facilitators maintain the flow 
of discussion by keeping members on topic and
schedule; ensuring the group receives the most
value for their time. Members are assigned to peer
groups according to the size of their agribusiness,
type of production and non-competing guidelines,
including geographic proximity

Editor’s note: Lindsey Young of Farm Journal is a
TPEN Recruiting, Member Services and Marketing
 Representative. Julie DiNatale, director of Farm
 Journal’s Top Producer Executive Network,  presented a
break-out session about TPEN at the 2015 Farmland
Forum.

Peer group, from page 9
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Dr. Jay Akridge, dean of the College of Agriculture
at Purdue University, and Dr. Wendy Wintersteen,
dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
at Iowa State University, comprised a panel at 
The Chicago Farmers’ January 12th meeting that
 focused on the trends and challenges in ag
 education. Andy Holstine, past president of TCF,
served as moderator.  Among the points made by
the two deans during the afternoon’s discussion:

• There is a great partnership among the ag
schools in the Midwest that is not present in
other  countries.

• Both schools have high records of placement for
their graduates.

• Students have a wider variety of ag related job
opportunities today than they did in the past.

• Female enrollment has increased in agriculture
education with both schools reporting nearly a
50/50 split between the genders.

• The student bodies are more diverse with more
Hispanic and black students than in the past.

• The nation is failing to invest more funds in

What does the future hold for ag education?

 agriculture, science and technology research.
This will have a negative impact on the schools’
ability to attract students and produce scientists,
and ultimately the competitiveness of the
 industry.

• Consumers have to be better informed about the
food science of agriculture and food and the
value science brings to the table.

• Both schools are focusing on developing
 students’ entrepreneurial interests.

• There is a greater focus on multi-disciplinary
 programming, e.g., students from various ag
 majors  education programs move easily into the
MBA programs.

A recent meeting, 
Dr. Jay Akridge, Purdue
 University, far left, and 
Dr. Wendy Wintersteen, Iowa
State University, far right,
 discussed the current status
and the future of ag
 education during a panel
presentation that was
 moderated by Andy Holstine,
center, past president of 
The Chicago Farmers.
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Serving America’s Landowners Since 1929

  

�Our Team of Specialists Market, Negotiate
and Manage the Lease for You

�$2,000,000 Hunting Liability Coverage Included

�Hunting Leases Add Additional Control to Your Property

EARN EXTRA INCOME
AND

ADD ADDITIONAL CONTROL
TO YOUR PROPERTY

We Can Help You Make It Happen

www.NationalHuntingLeases.com

Many landowners want to increase
income while maintaining control of
those who hunt or fish on their land.
We market and negotiate the lease,
collect payment, and establish rules.
Our program not only provides good
additional income for you, but a
hunting lease also provides additional
help with eliminating trespassing and
poaching on your property. All hunters
are required to carry $2,000,000
hunting liability insurance coverage.

For additional info, contact:

John Zito, Jr.
Hunting Lease Consultant

815-281-2115
jzitojr@nationalhuntingleases.com

Roger Clark
50 South LaSalle Street, Chicago, IL 60603
312-444-3353 or RC28@NTRS
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Dr. Robert Easter, president of the University of
 Illinois and a member of The Chicago Farmers,
joined nearly 100 Chicago Farmers’ members and
friends at the group’s holiday meeting in
 December at the University Club. A beautiful
 setting and a delicious luncheon created a festive
mood as Dr. Easter shared his thoughts about the
global demand for agricultural output and the
challenges it presents to the Midwest in the next 
35 years.

While the Midwest’s food production has done a
remarkable job of responding to the world’s
 appetite, can it continue? Dr. Easter said there are
many challenges in supplying food to a world
 population that is expected to increase from 7.2
billion to 9.1 billion by 2050: 

• Will there be enough food?

• Can the food system be made safe?

• Will there be enough water?

• Will the energy supply be adequate?

He said that a major challenge was the ability to
maintain the quality of soil in the Midwest. Dr.
Easter noted the importance of food science and
agricultural research and related that there is an
increased collaboration in Illinois between the
 private sector and federal sources to support this
research. “Public and private agencies are working
together for the betterment of the nation,” he
 remarked.

Noting that the global leadership role of Illinois in
agriculture is at risk, Dr. Easter related that FARM
Illinois (a partnership for competitive and
 sustainable growth in food, agriculture, and
agribusiness) is focusing on what the state has to
do to be the hub of agriculture. He remarked, “It is
in our self interest that Chicago be the center of
the global food and agricultural system.”

Dr. Easter comes to town

Continued on Page 14

Todd Schwebel, from left, Maria Rund and Dr. Robert Easter

Nina Menis, Robert Rusiecki, consulate general of the Republic
of Poland, and Mark Thorndyke, TCF director

Robert Rusiecki, consulate general of the Republic of Poland,
left, and Romulo Victor M. Israel Jr, the deputy consul general

of the Philippines, far right, and Maria and Eric Rund.

Nancy
Murphy,
left, and
Joanne
Long
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REPUTABLE  |  RELIABLE  |  HARDWORKING

just like my “H”

PUTTING LAND INVESTMENTS TO WORK

AUCTIONS

BROKERAGE

CONSULTING

MANAGEMENT

Ray L. Brownfi eld ALC AFM

2683 US 34 | Oswego IL 60543 | 630.258.4800 | landprollc.us

Rob and Steph
 Elliott

Charlene Orndorff, Chris Knepler, of the Australian Trade
Commission, and John Schmitt

Jean Stone and
Jon Hauser

Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences students, from
left, Emmanuel Mitchell, Estefania Martinez, Shannah

 Marshall, and Edward Naskoff with Susan Moore, standing, 
of the Illinois Farm Bureau, IAA Foundation

Dr. Easter, from page 13
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A catalyst for sound public policy, providing objective information
 to foster a deeper understanding of issues shaping the future

 for agriculture, the food system and rural regions.

Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/theFarmFoundation

1301 West 22nd Street     Oak Brook, IL 60523     630-571-9393     www.farmfoundation.org 

Agricultural Financing  Crop Insurance  Rural Home Loans  Appraisals  Agribusiness and more.
(800) 444-3276  www.1stfarmcredit.com

1st Farm Credit Services is an equal opportunity provider.
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