
 

                      Fall in Southern France 

                                September 9th to 16th, 2012 

Come join The Chicago Farmers for “Fall in Southern 
France”—visit unusual farms and vineyards, take two river 
cruises, see historic Roman architecture, cathedrals, museums 
and more attractions! 

Our 10th annual program of study tours includes an Air France jet to and from 
Paris, but will use the famous TGV high speed train to take us quickly to the center 
of French farming with the harvesting of grapes, as well as many other activities in 
progress.  Our tour management group, Agri-Tours, has planned an eight day, 
seven night adventure that will be long remembered.  Here is the itinerary: 

Sunday, Sept. 9th –Late afternoon departure from O’Hare International at 5:10 p.m. by Air 
France Economy jet with Dinner and Breakfast in flight. 

Monday, Sept.10th (-L–)- Arrival: 8:10 a.m.  Our Guide and Coach meet us at Paris Roissy 
airport for Transfer to the TGV High Speed Rail Station in the airport.  We will depart at 9:58 
a.m. on Train No. 5100 and will speed through the French countryside to LYON. Our guide will 
meet us and transfer us to our hotel. Lunch at the hotel and time to relax and refresh followed by 
an afternoon guided visit of LYON. Our hotel will be HOTEL BEST WESTERN 
CHARLEMAGNE. 

 Monday evening meal of your choice at Traveler expense.      

                            

Tuesday, Sept. 11th –(B/L/D)  Breakfast at the hotel. We start the day with a visit of a farm 
near Lyon which is a dairy operation with 45 Holstein cows and 100 goats. They have their own 
cheese operation and we’ll have mid-morning samples. By noon we will be at Bourg en Bresse  
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and our luncheon stop. Outside of town our visit will be to a diversified farm with a combination 
of chickens and cattle- the famous Charolais. We also visit the old town of Bourg en Bresse. 
Then back to Lyon for a Dinner Cruise on the river Rhone. Overnight at the HOTEL BEST 
WESTERN CHARLEMAGNE 

Wednesday, Sept. 12th (B/-/D) Breakfast at the Hotel and our morning route is to Hauterives 
to visit to Facteur Chevel Palace. Ferdinand Chevel was a postman who built his dream palace, 
an amazing and imaginary castle. We will do some city sight-seeing in Valence, the capital of the 
south Rhone-Alps. Valence is proud of its ancient past and offers a look at the culture of the area. 
There are many eating spots to enjoy lunch at the Traveler’s expense.  

The afternoon has two stops; the first is spent visiting a crocodile farm, unique in Europe, housed 
in a giant tropical greenhouse where the reptiles are exhibited in their natural habitat. We then 
visit Chateauneuf-du-pape. This village looks over the Comtel Plain and 300 hectares of 
vineyards. The village is dedicated to the world famous wine which takes its name. We will visit 
the harvesting, see one of their leading wine cellars, and be invited to a 
wine tasting. Our route ends in Avignon and we will have dinner for the 
evening at HOTEL NOVOTEL AVIGNON CENTRE. 

   

Thursday, Sept. 13th (B/L/-) Breakfast in the Hotel, and on the 
Coach for travel to the Chateau du Bois farm. Their 80 hectares 
produces flowers and plants which are distilled into perfumes and medicinal products. The 
nearby Lavender Museum presents the history of the processing that has been used to produce 
fragrances and health remedies for over 4000 years. 

Lunch will be as a group in a restaurant in Gordes, a typical French village. Moving on, we are 
scheduled for a visit to a nearby olive mill, which will give us a chance to check our taste buds 
with olive samples. Soon it is time to return to Avignon and a city tour, including a stop at the 
famous Saint Benezet Bridge.  Following that, the many restaurants nearby offer us a chance to 
enjoy a variety of French cuisine at the Traveler’s expense. Then, overnight at HOTEL 
NOVOTEL AVIGNON CENTRE. 

 

Friday, Sept. 14th (B/L/D) Breakfast in the Hotel. Three morning visits, the first to Le Pont 
du Gard. It is a preserved Roman Aqueduct, set in the end of the Gardon gorges. The second visit 
will be to a vineyard and cellar in the Costières de Nîmes region, with a follow-up tasting. One of 
our highlight city visits will be third, as we have a guided tour of Arles. This city became 
“Roman” after Julius Caesar distributed the conquered land among his veteran legionnaires in 46 
B.C.   

Lunch will be at a farm restaurant as a group. The farm is also known for its sheep breeding. 
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Our afternoon route takes us through Les Baux de Provence for city sightseeing. The other farm 
stop in the afternoon is famous for raising “black bulls” for the ancient sport of bullfighting. In 
contrast, another animal on the ranch is a unique white horse which is rarely seen except for this 
coastal area of France. We will have our evening meal in the Estate Dining Room. We return to 
the HOTEL NOVOTEL AVIGNON CENTRE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, Sept. 15th (B/L/-) Breakfast at the Hotel. Transfer to the station for the TGV Train 
to Paris. We will lunch together and the have an overview tour of the city, ending with a 50 
minute cruise on the Seine, passing under the many beautiful bridges and enjoying the riverbank 
views of the city’s landmarks. You are offered many choices of sights or entertainment, as well 
as dinner at the Traveler’s expense.  Our hotel will be the HOTEL LE CARDINAL.  

 

Sunday, Sept 16th (B/-/-) Breakfast at the Hotel.  Transfer to Roissy airport in time for our 
home flight at 10:30 a. m.  A middle of the day meal will be served on board, with a snack prior 
to arrival at O’Hare International at 12:30 p.m. 
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PLEASE SEE BELOW FOR COMPLETE HOTEL LIST WITH CONTACT INFORMATION.  

 

 

 



 

 

Chicago Farmers  

TOUR TO FRANCE 

From Monday 10th to Sunday 16th September 2012 

Hotels name list 

 

Monday 10th September 2012 

HOTEL BEST WESTERN CHARLEMAGNE 

23, cours Charlemagne 

69 002 LYON 

Tel : 04 72 77 70 00 

Fax : 04 78 42 94 84 

www.charlemagne-hotel.fr 

 

Tuesday 11 th September 2012 

HOTEL BEST WESTERN CHARLEMAGNE 

LYON 

 

Wednesday 12 th September 2012 

HOTEL NOVOTEL AVIGNON CENTRE 

20, boulevard Saint Roch 

84 000 AVIGNON 

Tel : 04 32 74 70 10 

Fax : 04 32 74 70 11 

www.accorhotels.com 

 

Thursday 13 th September 2012 

HOTEL NOVOTEL AVIGNON CENTRE 

AVIGNON 

 

 



 

 

 

Friday 14 th September 2012 

HOTEL NOVOTEL AVIGNON CENTRE 

AVIGNON 

 

 

Saturday 15 th September 2012 

HOTEL LE CARDINAL 

3, rue du Cardinal Mercier 

75 009 PARIS 

Tel : 01 40 16 30 00 

Fax : 01 40 16 30 30 

http://www.cosy-hotels.com/hotels/hotel-636.htm 

 

 

 

 


